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Fencing and revegetation along rural drainage 

assets: Guidance notes for landholders seeking 

Water Corporation approval in collaboration with 

the Peel Harvey Catchment Council (PHCC) 

 

Background and Purpose  

The Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) have provided Peel Harvey 

Catchment Council (PHCC) funding to support building fences on drains in rural areas. Some of 

these drains are Water Corporation assets.  

The purpose of this guidance note is to provide farmers, agencies, or property owners with easy-

to-follow advice on the types of fences accepted, and the approvals required to work in the vicinity 

of Water Corporation assets, most commonly, the requirements when installing fencing along rural 

drainage assets. It is noted that this guide is to help support, in simple language, the requirements 

of the Water Corporation and the Drainage Design Standard 66. It is noted that this advice does 

note replaced the requirements of the DS66 standard. 

Where ground disturbing works are proposed in the vicinity of Water Corporation managed 

assets, it is the landholder's responsibility to complete a Water Corporation Approvals for 

works application. There is no cost for these applications, and completing it should take no 

longer than 10 minutes, provided all the supporting documents are on hand.  

 

The guidance note is a supplementary support tool, to the advice provided by PHCC or 

Water Corporation officers.  

New Works Requirements  

All new projects and “Approvals for Works” are assessed on a case-by-case basis with 

consideration for specific site conditions.  However, the following general requirements apply:  

• Maintenance access to fenced off drains is to be provided with gates (4.2m wide minimum) 

installed at appropriate locations.   

• Provision for maintenance is to be provided via a 4m wide clear access way (free of new 

planting) to one side of the drain. It is preferable that the side of the drain that receives the 

most run-off from adjacent paddock/s is the side that is planted. Where possible all existing/ 

remnant vegetation should be preserved.  

• It is recommended new planting is not undertaken in the base of the drain; however, it is 

acknowledged plants may naturally colonise in the drain.   

• Planting that extends into the maintenance access, may be subject to damage or removal if 

maintenance is required to maintain the function of the drain. 

 

https://www.watercorporation.com.au/Developing-and-building/Working-near-assets/Approval-for-works/Apply-for-approval-to-work-near-our-assets
https://www.watercorporation.com.au/Developing-and-building/Working-near-assets/Approval-for-works/Apply-for-approval-to-work-near-our-assets
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Guidance to complete an Online Application   

When completing the Approval for Works application, the following attachments will need to be 

provided.  

1. Before you dig Australia plans https://www.byda.com.au/before-you-dig/ 

2. Asset Protection Risk Assessment Form (APRA) Microsoft Word - APRA Form for 

publishing.docx (watercorporation.com.au) 

3. Proposed Works Plans/ Sketches (refer to reference drawings below)  

4. Farm Insurance policy number and details  

 

As shown in the figure below, in the online application select ‘Planting or removing trees’ as the 

type of work. 

 

In the application, it should be noted that the “New Works Requirements” are understood and will 

be adhered to. This can be done by including the dots points below in the “additional information” 

section at the bottom of the form. 

• This stock exclusion and revegetation project is part of the Healthy Estuaries WA and The  

Bindjareb Djilba Protection Plan funded by the Peel Harvey Catchment Council.   

• Access to the fenced off drain will be possible through farm gates (4.2m wide) as shown on  

maps/sketches provided. 

• Access along one side of the drain will be kept for maintenance activities.  

• Planting will be limited to the banks of the drain and not take place within the base of the 

drain.  

• It is acknowledged that vegetation may be subject to removal or damage in the event that 

maintenance is required. 

https://www.byda.com.au/before-you-dig/
https://www.watercorporation.com.au/-/media/WaterCorp/Documents/Developing-and-Building/Working-near-assets/Asset-protection-risk-assessment-form.pdf
https://www.watercorporation.com.au/-/media/WaterCorp/Documents/Developing-and-Building/Working-near-assets/Asset-protection-risk-assessment-form.pdf
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A diagram or sketch of the intended fencing and revegetation will need to be included with the 

application. The maps developed for the application can be provided by the PHCC’s Healthy 

Estuaries Officer who can be contacted on 9369 8800.  

A diagram or sketch of any prosed stock crossing/s will also need to be submitted. 
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Reference Drawings   

Water Corporation Revegetation and Access Requirements 
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Water Corporation Bed Level Style Stock Crossing Requirements  
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Non-Water Corporation Asset Fencing and Revegetation requirements.   
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Department of Fire and Emergency Service (DFES) Fire Safety Manual  
A guide to Constructing and Maintaining Firebreaks can be found here: 

https://publications.dfes.wa.gov.au/publications/a-guide-to-constructing-and-maintaining-fire-breaks 

Completion  

On completion of the application, record your Protection of Assets Assessment (POA) number. This 

number will help identify your application, if you are seeking an update from the Water Corporation or 

PHCC. 

https://publications.dfes.wa.gov.au/publications/a-guide-to-constructing-and-maintaining-fire-breaks

